9 
En. 8G ME of 
E Serta 4 
- | ON THE _ 
. Pritt FISHERIES. 
| WITH A. 
p R OP OSA L 
AJ Fon ESTABLISHING 
A General R, 
pond ON THE | 
| COASTS of n, 
Addreſſed | 


To the Rt. Honourable the tand 3 


"IS 
— % 7 . 
8 3 — 


r 


D UB L 1 Ns | 
Pane fr Pure W1180N, i in Dame-ſrett. 175 
2 lente . | | 


. 
FF - 


- 


3 
* 
= 
. 


% 

CONSIDERATIONS 
ON THE | C 
British Fisheries, Ec. 


My Lord, 10H | | 

HILE the Scotch Fiſhery lately under- 
taken by Britiſh Adventurers, makes ſo 
great a Noiſe in the World ; while our 
News-papers are in a manner filled with 
Accounts of the variqus Preparations making to ef- 
fett it; while it chiefly engroſſes the? Attention of 


all our Coffee-houſes, and is in a manner become 
the ſole Topic of all private Converſation; while All 
Orders and Degrees of Men in Britain ſeem big 
with Expectation of the Iſſue of it; while we be- 


hold it forwarded by a Royal Bounty, countenanced 
by the Miniſtry, and protected by the Navy: A 


Man muſt be utrerly inſenſible to every Thing: af- 
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"Mo (4) 
fecting the Publick, who could let ſlip ſo extraordinary 
an Occurrence, without a due Examination of the 
Motives productive of ſo uncommon a Zeal for 


And as every Perſon, who ſincerely wiſhes the 
Welfare and 238 of his Country, thinks him- 

ure obliged to communicate what- 
ever occurs to him, Which he really thinks may be 
conducive to thoſe Ends; I ſhall therefore, in the 
following Pages, curſorily conſider the Foreign Fiſh- 
eries of Britain; the ſuperior Advantages to be ex- 
pected from their Home Fiſhery ; and the Reaſon 
why it has hitherto been ſo long neglected. I ſhall 
alſo conſider how we are at preſent circumſtanced in 
regard to Trade; how far an extenſive Fiſhery upon 
our own Coaſts may be uſeful and neceſſary to us; 
and by what Means practicable in our preſent Situ- 
ation. | 


That the Engliſh, in many Inſtances, have conſi- 
dered Fiſheries in general as well worthy their Re- 
gard is plain. At the Treaty of Utrecht, the New- 
found Land Fiſhery was ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon; 

and, at that time, thought no trifling Acquiſition: 
Accordingly for theſe many Years paſt, numbers of 
Ships have been conſtantly ſent out upon that Service. 
The New-England Fiſhery is thought of ſuch Con- 
ſequence, that a Man of War is conſtantly ſtationed 
(even in time of Peace) to protect the Ships and 
Veſſels in that Service; and even to attend them to 
Tortuga for their Salt, The preſent expenſive Set- 
'tlement at-Nova Scotia, we are told, is principally in- 
rended for the carrying on a Fiſhery there, Nay, the 
Whale Fiſhery, at different Times, has alſo been at- 
tempted, add great Encouragement lately granted 
by the Britiſb Parliament for the Revival of it: 
While their Home Fiſberies (infinitely. more advan- 
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tageous, if put upon a proper footing) have hitherto 
been = 5 Ticks the Dutch, by their 
unwearied Endeavours to preſerve that Trade in/ire 
to themſelves, have plainly evinced the Importance 
of it; and which, indeed, is manifeſt to all the 
World, as they employ ſeveral Hundreds of their 
Ships, or Buſſes, and many Thouſands of their Sea- 
men and others in that Trade; and to upwards of a 
million Sterling Profit every Year, if the late Sir 
William Temple s Eſtimate thereof can be depended 
on. 


Is it not then ſtrange! That ſo advantageous a 
Trade, ſhould have been for ſuch a length of Time 
ſo intirely diſregarded; and by a ſet of Men too, 
who, in other Reſpects, ſeem attentive enough to 
their own Intereſts; and which Providence (from their 
happy Situation) ſeems ſo immediately to have point- 
ed to them, - ee” 
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The only Colour of Reaſon I have ever heard 
aſſigned for ſuch a ſurprizing Negligence is from an 
apprehenſion of interfering with, and by that Means 
diſobliging our good Friends the Dutch : But ſurely no 
thinking Man can ſuppoſe, from the Nature of the 
Thing, That a Permiſſion to them (no matter how 
often ratified) ſhould be conſtrued to exclade our- 
ſelves! If I ſhould grant a Gentleman a Liberty to 
fiſh in a Pond of mine, am I therefore debarred the 
Liberty of ever fiſhing in it again myſelf . Ridi- 

culous!— E 4+ to 


1 * 2 the extraord inary Value the French 
ately ſet upon their Foreign Fiſheries, has prompted 
the Engliſh more carefully to conſider the Advan- 
tages ariſing from Fiſheries in general ; and from 
thence more attentively to examine their own Rights 
and Intereſts in their Home Fiſberies, (as one might 
es e N almo 


£5). 
almoſt be tempted to imagine) or to what other Motive 


. ſoever it is owing ; ſo it is nevertheleſs that they ſeem 


. at preſent, as rouſed from their long Supineneſs; they 
ſeem now thoroughly ſenſible of the vaſt Importance 
of that moſt invaluable Branch of Trade; and 

. thoroughly determined to exert themſelves to the ut- 

moſt to eſtabliſh it, upon a ſolid Baſis ; which no 
doubt their own Strength and Affluence will effec- 
tually impower them to execute with Succeſs. 


Since then the Exgliſb, who abound in Wealth, 
who have already the Benefit of ſo many different 
Fiſheries, beſides an univerſal foreignTrade, and every 
Encouragement, that the Power or Wit of Man can 

deviſe for its Advancement, are thus laying them- 
felves out for eſtabliſhing their Home Fiſhery : Does 

it not behove us, as we are circumſtanced, to take 
the Hint from them? Does it not behove Us, as far 
as in our Power, to make the moſt of our Situation 
alſo ? Since then we are under no Reſtraints in that 
-particular, ' let us endeavour at ſomething of the 


fame Kind here : Our Coaſts abound with Fiſh in as 


great a Degree almoſt as Scotland. Let us not then 
be ſo indolent, and utterly inſenſible to our own In- 
tereſts, as not to ſtretch out our Hands to take the 
Wealth, Providence thus kindly ſends us to our 
Doors? Let Us, on the contrary, endeavour to the 
utmoſt to add an extenſive Fiſhing Trade to our 
Linen Manufacture ? And as we ſeem determined to 
immerſe ourſelves in Luxury, much beyond our pre- 
ſent Abilities ; let us by this Means endeavour to 
raiſe a Fund ſufficient (if poſſible) to ſupport the 
vaſt Expence ; which, whatever we may think, can- 
not laſt. long upon our preſent Bottom, as a very 
tranſient ' View of our preſent Condition, will but 


too evidently manifeſt, 


As to our foreign Trade then, from whence only, 


in an Iſland lite ours, Affluence ought reaſonably to 
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be expected, the bare mention of it, will, I am 


afraid, be turned to Ridicule ; at leaſt an Attempt 
to paint it in its preſent State, would look fo like 
hanging out a Picture of a lifeleſs Phantom, that I 
ſhall wave the diſtaſteful Taſk. 


As to our Home Produce, our Wool, and 
Woollen Manufacture, indeed, if permitted us, would 
But not to give Offence, that diſagreeable 


4 Article I ſhall alſo paſs by in Silence. 


Our Linen Manufacture then is almoſt all we have 
to boaſt of; all we have to ſubſiſt upon; all we have 
ro anſwer the vaſt Demands made upon us ; and 
all we have to keep our gaſping Country from 
inevitable Ruin. I hope, however, it will be per- 
mitted me, to give my opinion freely, and without 
Offence, upon that Branch of Trade; which (not- 
withſtanding it has been ſo often recommended to us, 
as an unexhauſtible Fund of Wealth; as the only 
Branch of Trade worthy our Regard; and which, 
indeed, our People of Condition lay themſelves out 
to the utmoſt to promote, excluſfve of all others) 
does not, I own, appear to me of Conſequence ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer all the Ends expected from it. 


"Tis true, the Linen Trade has been, and may be, 
of vaſt Advantage to the inland Parts of this 
Kingdom. But of what Uſe (in regard to that 
Trade only) are all the ſafe, the numerous Ports, with 
which Providence has bleſſed us? For all the Linens, 
which the united Induſtry of the whole Kingdom 
could poſſibly manufacture, may eaſily be exported 
in a very few Bottoms, and from one ſuch Port only. 
All- others, with regard to that Trade only, are 
therefore intirely ſuperfluous. 


The Linen Manufacture, therefore, (ſcarce ſufficient 
to anſwer the Calls of our Abſentees, as was long 
| 1 | ice 


(8) 
fince proved,) ſeems to have been thrown out to us 
(as a Barrel to a Whale) to employ us to little or no 
Advantage, and to withdraw our Attention from all 
foreign Trade; for which we are ſo happily ſituated, 
and which, no doubt, we ſhould long ſince otherwiſe 


haye been graſping at. 


Since then the Linen Manufacture is ſo little con- 
ducive to the Employment of our Seamen, to the 
Encreaſe of our Shipping, to the occupying our 
Ports, or indeed to the Advancement of Trade in 
ral ; and fince we have, in a great Meaſure, 
ready extended that Manufacture as far as it will 
go; and as we are preatly confined in every other 
Branch of Trade; — it behoves us to be parti- 
cularly attentive to the Advantages that may natu- 
rally ariſe from our Situation ; and while all the 
World around us (however heretofore reproachable 
for Indolence) are now aſſiduous to the laſt Degree 
for the Advancement ” _ —— ; let * not 

inel uĩeſce wi e poor Pittance we have 
rg 3 : Let us, in Gd Name, make 
the moſt of our Linen Trade: But let it not exclude 
all others! I own, it is with Concern that I behold 2 
all our Endeavours, all our Thoughts, turned that 
way only ; and every Attempt, every Propoſal, for MF 
Advancement of Trade, in any other Channel, 
treated with the utmoſt Deriſion and Contempt, or WM 
as chimerical and vain. *Tis with Concern I ſee MF * 
thoſe few Gentlemen, who are willing to promote 
the publick Welfare, expending large Sums to eſta- 
bliſh the different Branches of that Manufacture on 
their own Eſtates ; which, however laudable in the 
Intention, and uſeful to the interior Parts of the 
Kingdom, can but in a very ſtinted Degree an- 
fwer the End propoſed : For I muſt crave Leave to 
afſert, That the Money ſo expended cannot poſſibly 
turn to near ſo great Advantage, either to the _ 
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vidual; or the Publick, which much ſmaller Sums 
would do, if laid out in eſtabliſhing a GENERAL 
FisHERY upon, our own Coaſts : For, however hi- 
therto overlooked, however generally diſregarded, 
an extenſive well condufted Fiſhery has ever been 
conſidered by the thinking Part of Mankind as 
teeming with numberleſs Advantages ; as will de- 
monſtrably appear if the following Calculations 
(taken from the London General Evening Poſt, of 
the Twenty fourth of Auguſt laſt ; and inſerted 
from thence in the Dublin Journal of the Second 
of September laſt) may in any Meaſure be depend- 
ed on. It is therein aſſerted, That the preſent 
Adventurers in the Scotch Filhery (having raiſed a 
Fund of go, ooo l. only for carrying on that under- 
taking) will be thereby enabled annually to employ, 
to very great Advantage, 500 Ships of different 
Burthens in that Service: And (including all the 
Branches of the different Trades neceſſary for car- 
rying on ſo extenſive an Undertaking) that they 
will alſo annually employ 50,000 Perſons of both 
* Sexes, beſides 28,000 Seamen, So that (ſuppoſing 
the above Calculation to be right,) if we can raiſe 
but half that Sum for eſtabliſhing ſuch an Under- 
taking on our own Coaſts, We ſhall alſo be enabled 
annually to employ 230 Ships, more than we do at 
preſent ; and alſo 39, ooo Perſons of both Sexes 
(14,000 Seamen included) who all now in a man- 
ner want Bread. What an Acceſſion of Wealth, 
what an Addition .of Trade, what an Encreaſe of 
Shipping, what Employment for Numbers, muſt 
ſuch an Undertaking then naturally produce ? 
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If then ſuch Advantages neceſſarily refult from 
ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, ſhould we delay, ſhould we 
heſitate one Moment to ſet about it? Ef] pecially if ic 
be duly conſidered, that upon a late Attempt in that 

rol 28 G rr i oe. Way 


a. 


(10) 
Way among the Nortbern Iſles by private Adventu- 
rers from this City, the Inhabitants would not per- 
mit them, either to land or fiſn there; of which the 
preſent Adventurers in England are fo ſenſible, that 
they have ſent thither Engineers, furniſhed with 
per Materials for erecting Forts in convenient Places 
to protect them in their Undertaking. If however 
they ſhould meet with ſuch Obſtructions, either from 
the Inhabitants, the Dutch, or otherwiſe, as might in 
any Sortdebar them from Fiſhing to Advantage there ; 
what ſhould hinder them from eſtabliſhing their De- 
ſign on our Coaſts, when intirely un-oceupied by us? 
Then ſhould we look back with Regret. Then 
But the bare Mention of the Poſſibility will, I hope, 
in Time, remove the Apprehenſion. : 


If any Doubt, however, ſhould ariſe as to a Plen- 
ty of Fiſh on our own Coaſts ſufficient to anſwer 
ſo extenſive an Undertaking ; effectually to remove 
ſuch Doubts, I beg Leave to refer to the Report of 
the Dublin Society, as publiſhed in Faulkner's Journal 
of the 3d of June laſt ; where we ſhall find, that one 
Mr. Richard Mad of Bantry in the County of Cork, 
to intitle him toa Premium promiſed by Dr. Madden, 
fully proved to the ſaid Society, that he had within 
the Year preceding catched and cured 380,800 Fiſh 
of different Kinds, ſix Score to the Hundred; a pro- 
digous Taking for one Man indeed! And to ſhew 


that even ſuch Taking was no caſual Thing, Mr. 


Jobn Young of the ſame Place, the Year preceding, 
roved alſo to the ſaid Society, that within that Year, 


e had catched and cured 482,590 Herrings, and 231- 


Barrels of Sprats. If then private Adventurers, 


ſingly, with ſmall Funds, and in a very ſtinted Way, 
are able to do ſo much, what may not reaſonably 
be expected, if a ſufficient Fund were raifed, and a 
general Fiſhery eſtabliſhed! Beſides, if it be conſi- 


dered, that in the Quantities of Fiſh taken as above, 
— none 
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none but Herrings and Sprats are particularly men- 


tioned, and that they can only be taken in one par- 
ticular Seaſon of the Lear; what might not alſo 
reaſonably be expected, if the Fiſhery were made as 
extenſive as it might be? And Boats and Men con- 
ſtantly employed to take all other Kinds of Fiſh, 
with which our Coaſts ſo plentifully abound? Such 
as Ling, Codd, Haddock, Haick, Mullets, Baſs, 
Nouds, Gurnards, Whitings, Mackerells, Sc. all 
which might be dried, and exported, to very great 
Advantage. Befides all Kinds of flat Fiſh, as Tur- 
bot, Bret, Soals, Plaaiſe, Flounders, Rays, &c. which, 
if fold at Home, would not only furniſh the Tables 


of the better Sort at a much cheaper Rate than 


at preſent z but would alſo yield a prodigious Sup- 
ply of wholeſome Food for. our induſtrious Poor, 
who at preſent feed in ſuch a Manner, that it is 
ſhameful even to mention. | 


Since then the Undertaking is natufally productive 
of ſuch vaſt Advantages, and the Succels' thereof 
reduced almoſt to Certainty z I hope I ſhall not be 
thought too preſuming, if I ſhould, in the moſt ear- 


+ neſt Manner, recommend the immediate Execution 


of it. 


But while we idly laviſh Thouſands every Year at 
Plays, Ridottos, Feſtino's, Gardens, Conſorts, Horſe- 
Races, &c. while Numbers of our Nobility, and 
People of Fortune, miſ-ſpend moſt of the Income of 
their Eſtates abroad ; while almoft the Whole of the 
remaining Produce of the Kingdom is ſpent on fo- 
reign Superfluities; what a ſhameful Reproach, 
what a mortifying Reflection would it caſt upon us? 
And in what a contemptible Light muſt we appear 
to all the World? If fo advantageous, ſo extenſive 
an Undertaking, ſhould be ſer aſide, or neglected, for 
want of ſo ſmall, ſo inconſiderable a Sum to ſet it 
0:5 | | B 2 ON, 


on Foot. But I own, while we have among us 2 


1 


Body of Men ſo truly Humane, ſo vaſtly Opulent, 
as all or moſt of our-dignify'd Clergy are well known 


to be; while we have ſtill left among us, ſuch a ge- 
nerous, ſuch an affluent Nobility 55 While we have fo 


many noble Spirits, poſſeſſed of our greateft Employ+ 
ments, who are always ready and willing to promote 
the Intereſt of the Country they preſide over; while 
there is viſible among us ſuch a laudable Spirit for 
Improvement, ſuch a glorious Emulation for the Ad- 
vancement of Arts and Sciences; while our Men of 
Figure think themſelves highly ſlighted if their Names 
are not inſerted among ſome or other of the Socieg 
ties eſtabliſhed for promoting the publick Welfare; 
I will not—1 cannot ſuppoſe, there can be any want 
of publick Spirit, on 50 important an Occafion. - / 
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I ſhall therefore (with a, chearful Expectation of 


being attended to) moſt humbly propoſe ; that a 
SUBSCRIPTION: be forthwith fet on Foot for 


raiſing the Sumoof 250001. by 250 Subfcriptions, 


of 100 l. Sterling each; ſuch Subſcriptions to be re. 
ceived, and taken in. at ſome particular Bank to be 
appointed for that Purpoſe; and to be drawn out 
from thence as Occaſion ſhall require, for the erec- 
ring and carrying on a FISHERY, as above: And 
that, as ſoon as the ſaid Subſcription ſhall be full, the 
Subſcribers (at a general Meeting to be appointed for 
that purpoſe) do from among themſelves appoint a 


Committee, (Five or more of whom to be a Quorum) 


to tranfact and direct all Matters relating to the er- 
recting and carrying on the ſaid Fiſnery: And for that 


Purpoſe, that they be impowered to make any Con- 
tracts, or Agreements, for any Buildings, Ships, Boats, 


or any other Wares or Merchandizes, of what Sort 
or Kind ſoever, which they ſhall judge neceſſary, for 
erecting and carrying on the ſaid Fiſhery to advantage: 
And that all Money neceſſary for thoſe Purpoſes, 5 
ö | | allo 
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alfo for all Rent, Servants Wages, and other inci- 
dental Charges, be iſſued and paid by their Or- 
der only: And that they be impowered to appoint 
all Servants, which, from time to time, may be 
thought neceſſary to be employed therein; ſuch as 
2 Treaſurer, Secretary, Preſident, Clerks, Overſeers 
of the different Branches of the Fiſhery, and all ſub- 
ordinate Servants, &c. and from whom all ſuch are to 
receive Inſtructions, and to whom alſo they are to be 

accountable: That at the above Meeting, other pro- 
per Times for general Meetings be appointed, when 
all Accounts re 1 the Fiſhery are to be pre- 
pared, and laid before every ſuch general Board, 
for their Inſpection; at which Times, Dividends of 
the Profits be alſo declared and appointed; and a 
Report to be then alſo made of the Behaviour of the 
ſeveral Officers and Seryants, and they to be conti- 
nued or removed, according to their Behaviour. 
And at ſuch firſt Meeting (after fixing upon a 
proper Place for the Fiſhery, ) that ſome one or more 
of the Committee be impowered to take in Leaſe 
for a competent Term of Years (on Behalf of all the 
Subſcribers) 3 Piece of Ground in ſuch Place 
for erecting Habitations for the Officers and Servants, 
to be employed ; and fuch Ware-houſes, Work- 
houſes, Shedds, and Stages, Cc. as may be thought 
requiſite: With due Regard, however, (when fixing 
upon ſuch Place for the Fiſhery,) to the Safety of the 
Boats and: Veſſels, while in Port, as well as to their 
ſafe and eaſy Paſſage into and out of it. It will be 
needleſs to mention further Particulars, which will 
naturally occur at ſuch a Meeting; and to which, 

therefore, I ſhall with all due Defetence refer. 


I muſt, however, in the mean Time, beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that when, by means of the abovemention'd Fund, 
ſuch a Fiſhery, as I have been, recommending, ſhall 
be thoroughly eſtabliſhed ; and the Profit and _— 
A an» 


12 

Advantages ariſing from it, become publickly known, 
it may reaſonably be expected, that other Fiſheries, 
in a more inferior Degree, will alſo be ſet: on Foot, 
. So chat from our 


—— 
bag mad En ing for wane of Work) may 
mpiey ment, to great Advantage, 

ders and to the Publick ; and the many 

poor Wreichs wh go to Eu land, and even to Wales, 
every Year, in ſearch of Bread (half of whom ſcarce 
ever retum again) may alſo.be profitably employ'd 
at home; which ſurely is 4 Matter of the utmoſt 
z as from our on Caſe tis plain, that 
n uſefully em · 


ployed, the Wealth of every Country is-onring, 


© Now, if 1 have. been able to convince our few 
— Men, that twill be greatly their Intereſt to 
rere 
\s EV! the Sea Ports occu- 


Lands contiguous to ſuch 
* 


8010 0 1 4 0 Orders af 555 es of Men, the Rich, 
the Poor, the Trading: and Pore Landed Intereſts, 
will all find their Account in ſuch a general Under- 
FENG 1 when once thoroughly Eſtabliſhed. 


But, as a Propoſal of this Nature, however Uſe- 
101 to the Publick, cannot be brought to Maturity, 
or indeed duly attended to, without the Counte- 
nance ad Protection of ſome Perſon of eminent 

publick and upſully d Honour; to whom 
lden Sale 0 properly. apply, on this Occaſion, as 
to your Lordſhip, whoſe ſuperior Character is fo 
. Eſtabliſhed, and who. are always ready 
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and approved 


(15) 


and willing to 22 every Undertaking (how dif- 


ficult ſoever) that may prove any way ſerviceable 
to your Country. With Confidence, therefore, I 
addreſs the foregoing Propoſal to your Lordſhip: 
Not doubting, but that Gentlemen of Honour and 
Fortune will be prompted chearfully to contribute 
to ſo laudable a Deſign ; when they know the Un- 
dertaking propoſed has been thoroughly Examined 
by a Perſon of your Lordſhip's well- 
known Integrity, and Approved Abilities. 


J am, 
My Lord, 


With very great ReſpeF, 
Your Lordfbip's very bumble Servant. 


